Transient dyslipidemia mimicking the plasma lipid profile of Tangier disease in a diabetic patient with gram negative sepsis.
Tangier disease is a rare genetic disorder of lipid metabolism characterized by low concentrations of plasma high density lipoprotein (HDL) and low density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol with normal or elevated levels of triglycerides. In this case report we describe a patient with diabetes who experienced an episode of urosepsis with a plasma lipid profile resembling Tangier disease. Experimental evidence in the literature suggests that similar lipid changes may occur due to cytokines released during sepsis. Clinicians should be aware of these changes to avoid misdiagnosis of lipid disorders.